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Reporting Format
	Name of Board/ Group attended : LSCG West Norfolk

	Date of meeting: 15th September 2016

	Chair of meeting: Sandra Wilson-Low and Carol Manning

	VSF representative: Sandra Wilson-Low

	VSF Contact details
Email: Sandra.Wilson-Low@homegroup.org.uk 
Telephone: 07595651327

	Main agenda, discussion points and agenda actions:
CSE presentation by Tania Fulcher and DI Ian Cox which highlighted the following information-

The MASE team take all CSE referrals in MASH and put them through a screening process. 67 cases come to the county per month. There are 110 allocated children in his team at risk of CSE in the county, eight of whom are high-risk. 

The MASE team is to take more action and oversight, and look at the perpetrator side rather than be just victim-focused. There are, of course, cases that are hidden so remain unknown. Children can also be opposed and angry about intervention. 

The gender divide of cases is 10-15% boys and 85-90% girls.

There is a CSE conference on the 30th September – Mid the Gap. 

The West LSCG will by organising a CSE awareness raising workshop in January. Sandy Wilson-Low will be putting the workshop together. Please contact her is you want to be involved on 07595651327. She will be setting up a Task & Finish group to plan this event.
Eastern European Migrant Communities - Lynn Cook reported on the Task & Finish group regarding migrant communities, which involved KLARS and the Hanseatic Union etc. They have been working on the issues in Mark Osborn’s report which are as follows
· Schools: there is a concern about transition from pre-school to primary school, information sharing and miscommunication. The T & F group has joined up with the children’s centre on this. A meeting with schools will happen with an action plan drawn up. Work is being done on an information sheet (which will also be translated) for parents so that they know what to expect from schools; it will also explain the admissions process. 

· Safeguarding: DC Allen is working with Julie Chapman from the Hanseatic Union, looking at discipline, children being left alone etc. What do families need and in what format?

· Leaving children home alone: This is a grey area and there is only the NSPCC’s information. It needs more work with Board regarding information as it’s geared towards the UK belief system, when actually different cultures have varying views about when children become responsible for themselves (it’s younger in Eastern Europe). KLARS will translate and put it in a simple format.
· ‘What is acceptable and what is not’ booklet for migrant communities, this will be done in collaboration with other agencies. 

· Children’s centres have a list of children who aren’t accessing their funded places. Eastern Europeans think we start school, and therefore nursery, too early and nurseries often don’t fit in with parents’ work hours. This leaves the children unprepared for transition to the school system. 
· Services: how do we improve information about all the services? A4 information sheets would be useful e.g. one about health visitors and what they offer, as they might not have HVs abroad. There could also be sheets about GPs, school nurses and housing. 
· How do frontline staff talk to people who can’t speak English very well? Training called Lowering Language Barriers by Chalmers & Byrne Training Ltd (http://www.chalmersbyrne.co.uk/) is recommended. It would be cheaper to train the trainer and cascade.
Update from the NSCB - A reminder of the NSCB priorities – Neglect, CSA and CSE. 

The NSCB will be analysing the difference the threshold document is making to outcomes. They will also be evaluating the impact of Signs of Safety on outcomes for children.

The NSCB are working on a Serious Case Review composite action plan which has all the recommendations from each SCR, with a view to put a framework around this. The main themes are: professional curiosity, information sharing, collaborative working and decision-making, and ownership and accountability, as well as the lived experience of child. 

Ofsted has domestic abuse as a new focus for targeted inspections.

There is a government review to see how safeguarding children arrangements can be strengthened. The Government is considering mandatory reporting/duty to act, which will be a legal obligation.

Locally the LSCG will be supporting the NSCB with local audits on how we as services support our clients. If you are interested in being involved and or submitting cases for review, please contact Sandy o9n 07595651327.

Communications Group - 

The West LSCG have our own page on the NSCB/LSCG website, where you can find a membership list, Signs of Safety practice leads, links to organisations, a calendar of events, and community capacity details. Please send any information you would like to put on the website to westlscg@norfolk.gov.uk 

	Key Issues for the Voluntary and Community Sector:

Getting the right training around CSE and having the right policies in place within organisations to support staff to understand and know how to deal with suspected CSE
Engaging with migrant communities – getting the message out about the services they offer. 



	Actions for The Voluntary & Community Sector (include dates for actions to be completed)
I would encourage all of the sector to use the NSCB website resource to support and inform your practice around Safeguarding Children. 

I would also urge you to look at the new Threshold Document on the NSCB site including the 3min animation video – which is extremely informing.
If you are interested in coming to our next meeting, please do. All are welcome.

	Date & Location of next Board/ Group meeting: 17th November 2016 - Meeting Room St Edmunds Primary School Kilham's Way, King's Lynn, Norfolk PE30 2HU @2pm

	Date report completed: 03rd October 2016
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